
Introduction
The emergence of the new coronavirus disease 2019 
(COVID-19) in Wuhan, China, and its successive 
spread across the globe have strongly affected all spheres 
of human endeavors.1 Africa has had its fair share of 
the pandemic with over 383 747 confirmed cases and 
9691 recorded deaths on July 10, 2020,2 and there is 
fear of a monumental increase in cases if utmost care 
is not taken.3-7 This led to imposing various forms of 
restrictions on human movement and lockdowns on 
social, religious, economic, and educational activities 
across numerous communities and cities globally.6-8 One 
of the public health safety strategies employed to reduce 
mass gatherings in most countries is the enforcement 
of social and physical distancing which is one of the 
mitigative measures recommended by the World Health 
Organization (WHO).9,10 With these restrictions, learning 

institutions were also temporarily shut down as a measure 
to lessen the spread of the virus.9 School closure implies 
that learners at all levels of education ranging from 
primary to tertiary institutions do not attend the school.11 
To ensure that learners are engaged as well as cover their 
courses and curricula, many institutions had to recourse 
to online learning.

Discussion
In recent years, the concept of learning has steadily 
metamorphosed from traditional classroom methods 
to distance learning and now online learning. Online 
learning can be defined as an electronic learning system 
where students can acquire or gain knowledge at any 
time or location on the internet.12 This form of learning 
in which students acquire knowledge through invisible 
classrooms is gradually evolving13 and entails learning 
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Abstract
The novel coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) pandemic which emanated from Wuhan, 
China, and its successive spread across the globe had a tremendous impact on virtually all 
spheres of human endeavors such as economy, health, livelihood, and education amongst 
others. The widespread restrictions currently placed on movement and mass gatherings have 
made educational and academic activities to be grounded globally. In recent years, the concept 
of learning has gradually transformed from traditional classroom methods to online learning 
where students acquire knowledge through invisible classrooms. Most learning institutions in 
Africa may encounter difficulties in turning to this new form of learning due to the lack of 
information and communication technology (ICT) facilities of international standards. Although 
many students today possess internet-enabled devices, they cannot access the internet due to 
unaffordable data subscriptions, which have made most learners use their devices for non-
educational purposes. As the COVID-19 pandemic continues to ravage the African continent, the 
possibility to re-open the schools remains bleak. Thus, governments, authorities, and regulatory 
bodies in individual countries must improve their existing ICT infrastructures for a better online 
learning experience. This paper serves as a wake-up call for Africa and its educational sector to 
transit to online learning.
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from information disseminated electronically via online 
courses, online discussion forums, video conferencing, 
and the like.14 Modern platforms for online learning 
include Zoom meeting, WeTransfer, Google classroom, 
Adobe Captivate, Facebook, and YouTube among 
others.15

With the advent of the COVID-19 pandemic and 
its remarkable effects on virtually all spheres of human 
endeavors spanning politics, finance, health, livelihood, 
science, research, and education, most learning 
institutions around the world are now rapidly transiting 
to online learning.16 It is noteworthy that most privately-
owned learning institutions in the African continent 
are taking the lead in championing the course of this 
transition.17 However, the percentage of the entire private-
owned tertiary learning institutions in Africa, specifically 
in Nigeria (about 6%), is extremely low compared with 
the public or government-owned counterparts which 
account for the remaining 94%.18,19 This low composition 
directly leads to a decrease in students’ intake and the 
overall population of learners in these institutions.20 The 
possible effects of the restrictions of social activities and 
human movement on academic and educational activities 
have been a major concern for the entire academic 
community in Africa, including teachers, learners, and 
parents.18 Several factors such as inadequate funding, lack 
of infrastructure, and industrial actions by academic staff 
may pose a challenge to the educational system.20

The challenges of the COVID-19 pandemic on our 
educational system are notable with far-reaching effects. 
However, this should not be a major source of concern 
if most African learning institutions are equipped 
with state-of-the-art information and communication 
technology (ICT) facilities with international standards. 
Although today, the majority of learners in various 
learning institutions of higher education in Africa possess 
internet-enabled devices, they are unable to access the 
internet.21 Poor access to quality internet connection 
coupled with very expensive data subscriptions has 
limited the number of online learning users. This caused 
most learners to use their devices for non-educational 
purposes such as watching videos, playing games, taking 
photographs, and engaging in other social activities.22 By 
so doing, the device that is supposed to be channeled for 
their educational purposes and academic pursuit is now a 
source of poor academic performance. 

The non-availability of quality internet access has not 
only affected the students but also educators.23 Academic 
and educational activities in most developed countries 
are least affected by this lockdown and movement 
restrictions due to the presence of quality internet access 
at their disposal, thus making the transition to online 
learning easier and sustainable.24 However, the reverse 
is the case for most of Africa’s learning institutions that 
their academic activities have been grounded due to the 

COVID-19 pandemic. Despite the availability of ICT 
facilities in some government or public-owned schools 
created for learning purposes, the majority have either 
become moribund or non-functional. However, the few 
functioning ones are extremely limited in capacity and 
overwhelmed.

As multiple containment strategies and efforts for 
combating this pandemic are currently ongoing, the 
possibility of easing movement restrictions and returning 
to normalcy in most African countries is not feasible in 
the coming weeks. Therefore, academic activities should 
be re-activated by transiting to online learning. To 
achieve this great feat, it is strongly recommended that 
government at all levels should ensure that they provide 
quality internet access and connection to the general 
public, especially to the educational sector. This will allow 
both educators and learners to have access to the internet 
and online learning regardless of their location. 

Conclusion
Establishing distance learning institutions as seen in some 
African countries is noteworthy. A classical example 
is the National Open University of Nigeria (NOUN), 
where thousands of students have access to University 
education via electronic learning usually by downloading 
learning materials online.25 This mode of learning even 
though applauded is limited because lectures are not 
presented online in real time and are not interactive. 
It is also generally marred with several hiccups such as 
logistics, management, and technical deficiencies in its 
operations.26

No doubt, the entire African continent is in dire need 
of workable alternatives to the conventional teaching 
method in the face of a scourging pandemic. Thus, this 
is a wake-up call to Africa and its education sector as it 
is now expedient for the government, authorities, and 
regulatory bodies in individual countries to improve their 
existing ICT infrastructures and educational facilities. 
This can be achieved via upgrading and developing 
modern and state-of-the-art technology to be used in 
online teaching following international standards and 
best global practices. The government should also ensure 
that there is unrestricted access to quality and affordable 
internet connection which will not only help the 
education sector but other valuable sectors such as health, 
commerce, agriculture, transportation, production, and 
manufacturing, to name a few. 

Recommendation
Governments of African nations should ensure mutual 
partnership with internet service providers and academic 
institutions to encourage online learning even after the 
pandemic is over and life restores to normalcy. Quality 
internet access and an uninterruptable power supply are 
necessities that must be made available and affordable 
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for the public for the smooth running of online learning. 
For better dissemination of information and learning 
instructions to learners, subjects could be introduced 
and taught in different languages of instruction or local 
dialects. Moreso, as there are lots of distractions on 
the internet today, self-discipline is vital for learners if 
online learning is going to be effective and efficient. In 
conclusion, there are numerous challenges associated 
with the transition from conventional learning to online 
learning; therefore, for online learning to be effective 
and efficient, all major stakeholders including the 
government, educators, and parents should be aware of 
their responsibilities.
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